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In Nativitate Domini

Source: Psalmi, Hymni ac Magnificat... (Rome, 1590, ff.41v-44)
Chant Source: Processionarium monasticum (Salamanca, 1571)
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English translations by J. M. Neale are readily available online. They are freely poetical.

Simple paraphrases of the Latin follow.

1. Christ, redeemer of all men, was born of the almighty Father before light was created,
and was equal in glory.

2. You, the Father’s light and splendour, abiding hope of all men, accept your servants’ prayers
throughout the world.

3. Remember, Author of all things, at your birth you took human form from the undefiled Virgin.

4. This day comes round in the circle of the year to witness that you alone have come to be
the world’s salvation.

5. The heavens, the earth and the sea, and all things under the firmament greet him with a
new song upon his advent.

6. Cleansed by your redeeming blood, we also give you a new hymn on your birthday.

7. Glory to you, O Lord, born of a Virgin, and to the Father and the Holy Spirit, for ever.
Amen.



